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Sheppard blood drive breaks state record  

By Daniel BartelTimes Record News 
January 28, 2003  

It wasn't just any blood drive at Sheppard Air Force Base on Monday.  

It was the "Super Bowl" of blood drives.  

Training students, officers and civilians showed up in droves at the Officer's Club to give blood.  

"This is the Super Bowl of blood drives, and we're winning," said Daren Coats, senior donor recruitment 
representative with the American Red Cross.  

Monday's effort was the brainchild of Brig. Gen. Arthur Rooney, commander of the 82nd Training Wing at 
SAFB. It was intended to break the record for most blood collected during a one-day drive by the 
American Red Cross in the southwest region, Coats said.  

The record had been held by Plano East High School, which collected 457 units. By the end of the day, 
653 units had been collected and more than 800 people tried to donate.  

"It's always a struggle encouraging people to give blood," he said. "And just because we have blood today 
doesn't mean we'll have it tomorrow."  

A competitive atmosphere echoed throughout the banquet hall of the Officer's Club.  

Donors stood in a 30-minute line that snaked from the entrance lobby, where the donors stood clutching 
their yellow forms, all the way to the banquet hall, where donors rested on cots squeezing foam balls.  

"We're all pretty close to being exhausted, but we're working in shifts so we don't have to be on our feet 
all day," Thomas Nors, a nurse with the Red Cross in Waco, said.  

He was one of about 60 Red Cross nurses from agencies in the southwest region who came to the base 
to help. Nors and the Waco staff awoke early Monday and caravanned to SAFB, arriving around 5 a.m.  

The event was intended to raise awareness of the constant need for blood, Coats said. The region and 
nation are suffering from a blood supply shortage.  

"There's a lot of complacency out there," Coats said. "People just think blood is going to be there for 
them."  

The number of people who need blood far outweighs the number of people giving. According the the Red 
Cross, less than five percent of eligible donors actually give, he said.  

Most of the donors said the need for blood was the main reason they chose to give. Many of them, like 
Gretchen Faulkner, a 20-year-old Chicago native, had given blood before.  
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Sheppard blood drive breaks state record, Con’t. 

"I've done it about three times, but it always makes me a little nauseated," she said. "But I give anyway 
because I know it's going to save lives."  

Most donors Monday were trainees between the ages of 18 and 22, Adrienne Schmedthorst, a SAFB 
point of contact officer, said.  

"Most of them are eligible because they haven't been overseas yet," she said. "We had to turn away 
hundreds who wanted to give today but couldn't because they were ineligible."  
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